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“For Such a Time as This”
Esther 4:1-17 February 4, 2018

Thomas Wolfe’s autobiographical novel, Look Homeward 
Angel, is about one young man’s struggle to find his way in life.  
Growing up in a dysfunctional family in the fictitious town of 
Altamont, North Carolina, Eugene falls in love with literature 
and with a young woman who breaks his heart.  He goes off to 
college where he is at first a misfit, and then achieves some stature 
as a writer.  After college, his mother wants him to come home to 
work at the Newspaper, but Eugene knows that he has to leave 
home to find his purpose in life.  Wolfe writes: 

He knew he would always be the sad one: caged in 
that little round of skull, imprisoned in that beating 
and most secret heart, his life must always walk 
down lonely passages.  Lost.  

We spend much of our lives seeking to find out who we are, 
where we are to go, what our purpose in life is, and what God 
wants of us. 

High School Seniors are asked about their plans after 
graduation: a gap year, military, work, college? When it is all you 
can do to get out of bed and get to school on time, well-meaning 
friends and family members ask, “What would you like to major 
in? What kind of work would you like to do? We ask anxious 
college seniors, who don’t have a job or graduate school in sight, to 
tell us about their plans.  Help may be found through vocational 
testing, internships, coaches and career counselors. Sometimes, 
even these are not enough. Later in life, we face our own questions 
about life’s meaning and purpose.   Some may be so invested in a 
career that they do not think much about these things; only they 
may wake up one morning after many years of turning out the 
work and wonder if it is enough. The children have grown up and 
moved away; we retire from a life of work; we move to Florida to 
get away from the cold.  We ask ourselves, “What’s next? What is 
my purpose now?”  

In the book of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon ponders these 
matters. Having achieved power, wealth, pleasure and wisdom, he 
wonders what he has gained from it all. 

Then I considered all that my hands had done and 
the toil I had spent in doing it… all was vanity and 
a chasing after wind, and there was nothing to be 
gained under the sun  (Ecclesiastes 2:11). 

It is a hard, but all too real conclusion for many of us who have 
skated across the surface of life.  

Esther was a young Jewish girl who had to face the tough 
question of her purpose in life.  The Book of Esther is read within 
the Jewish Community on the Festival of Purim. The Festival 

of Purim is a bit like Halloween or Mardi Gras with masks and 
costumes to enhance the storytelling. When Esther is read, the 
congregation hiss, boo and stomp their feet every time the evil 
name of Haman is mention. Haman sought to destroy the all the 
Jews of Persia. Behind the delights of the oriental tale is a serious 
drama. It is a story of the triumph of good over evil and the 
deliverance of the Jewish people through the courage of young 
Queen Esther. 

On the surface, we might think that Esther had it easy for she 
was chosen out of all the young girls of the kingdom to be Queen.  
Her life was set. When we look more deeply into the story we 
realize that Esther did not have the kind of choices that most of us 
have; she did not have the luxury of making decisions about her 
own future.  For the most part, those decisions were made for her.  
Her parents were dead; she was the ward of her cousin Mordecai.  
Esther was a member of a minority religious group living in exile 
in Persia. Like displaced persons today, her status and the status 
of her people could change in an instant.  Even more than that, 
Esther had no say in the matter when she was chosen to be a 
part of the King’s harem.  For a year, like a treasured object or a 
household pet, she was fed special foods, perfumed and received 
endless beauty treatments.  What may look like a palace from the 
outside, can be a prison from the inside.  

Esther was elevated to be Queen only because Queen Vashti 
defied the King and was put to death.  Her destiny did not consist 
in simply being Queen.  Being Queen was her fate over which she 
had little control.  God had a destiny in mind for her.  Our destiny, 
or our God given purpose in life, cannot be defined simply by 
what we do at home as a parent, a spouse or a child, or by what we 
do at school, in the office or in our profession.  Our purpose, or 
our destiny, may appear suddenly while we are involved in other 
things, surprise us as we going along our accustomed routines, or 
come to us as a kind of divine disruption.  

In our lives, there are so many things that press in upon us 
beyond our control.  Each one of us comes with certain genetic 
makeup; we grow up in particular families; we are shaped by 
our environment, our opportunities and our relationships.  Like 
Esther, we may find ourselves in situations over which we have 
little power. You might say that there is a fated character to 
human life.  

In his remarkable book, Against Fate, Glenn Tinder says that 
when we recognize the fated character of human existence – that 
is, when we recognize that we are bound by many factors in life – 
then we are free to create a destiny.  In other words, in the midst 
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of the pressures upon us, the circumstances of our lives, the work 
we to do, we may listen to the voice of God and discover what 
God wants of us.  Like Esther, our divine purpose may arise from 
how we respond to a crisis.  When the crisis comes to the exiled 
Jewish people, Mordecai puts the need before Esther. She is in 
the palace; she alone can get the king to change the terrible royal 
decree to slaughter the Jews.  She does so at the risk of her own 
life.  If she goes unsummoned before the king, the king decides 
whether to receive her or to punish her with death.  

Mordecai sends her word, “Do not think that in the king’s 
palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if 
you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal 
dignity for just such a time as this” (4:13-14). Her fate is to be 
the Queen. Her destiny is to risk her life to save her people. In 
her cousin’s words, she hears the call of God.   

The German pastor Martin Niemöller became famous 
throughout the world because of his courageous resistance to the 
Nazi plan to exterminate the Jews. He was incarcerated in two 
different concentration camps during the Second World War.  
We may not be aware of the fact that as the Nazi movement was 
gaining strength in the early 1930’s in Germany, Niemöller was 
attracted to some of its ideals. He even made certain anti-Semitic 
statements.  It was his fate to be born in Germany in a particular 
time and place, when anti-Semitism was a part of the socio-
political landscape. As he began to realize the horror of Hitler’s 
plans, he listened to the voice of God and created his destiny to 
stand against the Nazi movement.  He repented publically of 
his early ideas. It was Pastor Niemöller who said on numerous 
occasions these familiar words: 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—         
     Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
     Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Communists, and I did not speak out –     
     Becauce I was not a Communist.

Then they came for the Homosexuals, and I did not speak out     
     Because I was not a Homosexual.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—  
     Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.  

     His words still challenge us today. 

We are called for such a time as this. No matter who we are 
or what we do, God is always speaking to us, calling us, cajoling 
us and sometimes knocking us in the head with a two-by-four 
to listen to that divine voice. God comes to us in times of crisis 
and in the most ordinary circumstances of our lives and invites 
us to do what is right, just and life-giving even when it means 
swimming against the stream, taking a risk, speaking out, keeping 

the faith.  What is God saying to you now, in this place and in this 
time?

The Swedish diplomat, Dag Hammarskjöld, served as the 
second General Secretary of the United Nations.  He was killed 
in a suspicious plane crash while flying to peace negotiations in 
Africa.  He was a devout Christian who saw his diplomatic work 
as his divine calling.  Hammarskjöld wrote in his published diary, 
Markings:

I don’t know Who — or what — put the question, I don’t know 
when it was put. I don’t even remember answering. But at some 
moment I did answer Yes to Someone — or Something — and 
from that hour I was certain that existence is meaningful and that, 
therefore, my life, in self-surrender, had a goal. 

I remember the impact those words had on me when I discovered 
them in High School.

We are called to respond to God who speaks to us in the clutter 
of daily life, in the quiet moments of prayer, in the beauty of sacred 
music, in the voice of the stranger, in the pain of our world, in 
labor of our hands, and in the thoughts of our minds. As you open 
your heart to what God is saying to your now, hear the words of 
our Affirmation of Faith from the Church of Canada: 

We are not alone,
    we live in God’s world.  
We are called to be the Church:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
    God is with us.
We are not alone.
    Thanks be to God.

This is our destiny for such a time as this. 


